
PHI 224: Meaning and Religion
Waggle Section

An Example of the Documentary Hypothesis in the Torah

This documents records the various strands we discussed with reference to the
documentary hypothesis in the Torah.  These are the passages mentioned in the lecture
September 18, 2006.  Exodus 19 – 20 is the E strand.  Exodus 33 – 34 is the J strand. 
Leviticus 19 is the P commentary on J.  And the Deuteronomy 5 passage is the D
commentary or redaction of E.  Look and compare the different accounts and notice the
variations found in these rival accounts of the Covenant Code.

Exodus 19
At Mount Sinai 
 1 In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on the very day—they came to the
Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and
Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 
 3 Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said,
"This is what you are to say to the house of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of
Israel: 4 'You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles'
wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant,
then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is
mine, 6 you [a] will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words
you are to speak to the Israelites." 
 7 So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all
the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. 8 The people all responded together,
"We will do everything the LORD has said." So Moses brought their answer back to the
LORD. 
 9 The LORD said to Moses, "I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the
people will hear me speaking with you and will always put their trust in you." Then
Moses told the LORD what the people had said. 
 10 And the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and
tomorrow. Have them wash their clothes 11 and be ready by the third day, because on
that day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12 Put
limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, 'Be careful that you do not go up
the mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to
death. 13 He shall surely be stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on him.
Whether man or animal, he shall not be permitted to live.' Only when the ram's horn
sounds a long blast may they go up to the mountain." 
 14 After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated them, and
they washed their clothes. 15 Then he said to the people, "Prepare yourselves for the third
day. Abstain from sexual relations." 
 16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud
over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 17
Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot
of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended
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on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole
mountain [b] trembled violently, 19 and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder.
Then Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. [c] 
 20 The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the
mountain. So Moses went up 21 and the LORD said to him, "Go down and warn the
people so they do not force their way through to see the LORD and many of them perish.
22 Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the LORD
will break out against them." 
 23 Moses said to the LORD, "The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you
yourself warned us, 'Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.' " 
 24 The LORD replied, "Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the
people must not force their way through to come up to the LORD, or he will break out
against them." 
 25 So Moses went down to the people and told them. 
Exodus 20
The Ten Commandments 
 1 And God spoke all these words: 
 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
 3 "You shall have no other gods before [d] me. 
 4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on
the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship
them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of
the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to
a thousand {generations} of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold
anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 
 8 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all
your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall
not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or
maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For in six days the
LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on
the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
 12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD
your God is giving you. 
 13 "You shall not murder. 
 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 
 15 "You shall not steal. 
 16 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife,
or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor." 
 18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the
mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to
Moses, "Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we
will die." 
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 20 Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear
of God will be with you to keep you from sinning." 
 21 The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where
God was. 
 22 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Tell the Israelites this: 'You have seen for yourselves
that I have spoken to you from heaven: 23 Do not make any gods to be alongside me; do
not make for yourselves gods of silver or gods of gold. 
 24 " 'Make an altar of earth for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and fellowship
offerings, [e] your sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause my name to be
honored, I will come to you and bless you. 25 If you make an altar of stones for me, do
not build it with dressed stones, for you will defile it if you use a tool on it. 26 And do
not go up to my altar on steps, lest your nakedness be exposed on it.'

Notice in the E account Mount Sinai is stressed as the Mountain of the Lord.  Mount
Horeb is the rival Mountain found in the J account.

Exodus 33
 1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Leave this place, you and the people you brought up
out of Egypt, and go up to the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
saying, 'I will give it to your descendants.' 2 I will send an angel before you and drive out
the Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 3 Go up to the land
flowing with milk and honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-necked
people and I might destroy you on the way." 
 4 When the people heard these distressing words, they began to mourn and no one put on
any ornaments. 5 For the LORD had said to Moses, "Tell the Israelites, 'You are a stiff-
necked people. If I were to go with you even for a moment, I might destroy you. Now
take off your ornaments and I will decide what to do with you.' " 6 So the Israelites
stripped off their ornaments at Mount Horeb. 
The Tent of Meeting 
 7 Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away,
calling it the "tent of meeting." Anyone inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of
meeting outside the camp. 8 And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people
rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he entered the tent. 9
As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the
entrance, while the LORD spoke with Moses. 10 Whenever the people saw the pillar of
cloud standing at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the
entrance to his tent. 11 The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks
with his friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of
Nun did not leave the tent. 
Moses and the Glory of the LORD 
 12 Moses said to the LORD, "You have been telling me, 'Lead these people,' but you
have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, 'I know you by name
and you have found favor with me.' 13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so
I may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your
people." 
 14 The LORD replied, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest." 
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 15 Then Moses said to him, "If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up
from here. 16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your people
unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your people from all the other
people on the face of the earth?" 
 17 And the LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am
pleased with you and I know you by name." 
 18 Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory." 
 19 And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will
proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20 But," he said,
"you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live." 
 21 Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22
When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my
hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back;
but my face must not be seen." 
Exodus 34
 1 The LORD said to Moses, "Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones, and I will
write on them the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready in the
morning, and then come up on Mount Sinai. Present yourself to me there on top of the
mountain. 3 No one is to come with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain; not even
the flocks and herds may graze in front of the mountain." 
 4 So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount Sinai
early in the morning, as the LORD had commanded him; and he carried the two stone
tablets in his hands. 5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him
and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming,
"The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding
in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness,
rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children
and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation." 
 8 Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 9 "O Lord, if I have found favor in
your eyes," he said, "then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people,
forgive our wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance." 
 10 Then the LORD said: "I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I
will do wonders never before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live
among will see how awesome is the work that I, the LORD, will do for you. 11 Obey
what I command you today. I will drive out before you the Amorites, Canaanites,
Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 12 Be careful not to make a treaty with those
who live in the land where you are going, or they will be a snare among you. 13 Break
down their altars, smash their sacred stones and cut down their Asherah poles. [a] 14 Do
not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. 
 15 "Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land; for when they
prostitute themselves to their gods and sacrifice to them, they will invite you and you will
eat their sacrifices. 16 And when you choose some of their daughters as wives for your
sons and those daughters prostitute themselves to their gods, they will lead your sons to
do the same. 
 17 "Do not make cast idols. 
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 18 "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread. For seven days eat bread made without
yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in
that month you came out of Egypt. 
 19 "The first offspring of every womb belongs to me, including all the firstborn males of
your livestock, whether from herd or flock. 20 Redeem the firstborn donkey with a lamb,
but if you do not redeem it, break its neck. Redeem all your firstborn sons. 
      "No one is to appear before me empty-handed. 
 21 "Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall rest; even during the
plowing season and harvest you must rest. 
 22 "Celebrate the Feast of Weeks with the firstfruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast
of Ingathering at the turn of the year. [b] 23 Three times a year all your men are to appear
before the Sovereign LORD, the God of Israel. 24 I will drive out nations before you and
enlarge your territory, and no one will covet your land when you go up three times each
year to appear before the LORD your God. 
 25 "Do not offer the blood of a sacrifice to me along with anything containing yeast, and
do not let any of the sacrifice from the Passover Feast remain until morning. 
 26 "Bring the best of the firstfruits of your soil to the house of the LORD your God. 
      "Do not cook a young goat in its mother's milk." 
 27 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write down these words, for in accordance with
these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel." 28 Moses was there with
the LORD forty days and forty nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he
wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant—the Ten Commandments. 
 29 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the Testimony in
his hands, he was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the
LORD. 30 When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they
were afraid to come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; so Aaron and all the leaders
of the community came back to him, and he spoke to them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites
came near him, and he gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on Mount
Sinai. 
 33 When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. 34 But whenever
he entered the LORD's presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until he came
out. And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 they
saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would put the veil back over his face until he
went in to speak with the LORD.

Here in Leviticus, we find the P redaction or commentary of J.

Leviticus 19
 1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 "Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them:
'Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy. 
 3 " 'Each of you must respect his mother and father, and you must observe my Sabbaths.
I am the LORD your God. 
 4 " 'Do not turn to idols or make gods of cast metal for yourselves. I am the LORD your
God. 
 5 " 'When you sacrifice a fellowship offering [a] to the LORD, sacrifice it in such a way
that it will be accepted on your behalf. 6 It shall be eaten on the day you sacrifice it or on
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the next day; anything left over until the third day must be burned up. 7 If any of it is
eaten on the third day, it is impure and will not be accepted. 8 Whoever eats it will be
held responsible because he has desecrated what is holy to the LORD; that person must
be cut off from his people. 
 9 " 'When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field
or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 Do not go over your vineyard a second time or
pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the
LORD your God. 
 11 " 'Do not steal. 
      " 'Do not lie. 
      " 'Do not deceive one another. 
 12 " 'Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the
LORD. 
 13 " 'Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him. 
      " 'Do not hold back the wages of a hired man overnight. 
 14 " 'Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but fear your
God. I am the LORD. 
 15 " 'Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great,
but judge your neighbor fairly. 
 16 " 'Do not go about spreading slander among your people. 
      " 'Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor's life. I am the LORD. 
 17 " 'Do not hate your brother in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will
not share in his guilt. 
 18 " 'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your
neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. 
 19 " 'Keep my decrees. 
      " 'Do not mate different kinds of animals. 
      " 'Do not plant your field with two kinds of seed. 
      " 'Do not wear clothing woven of two kinds of material. 
 20 " 'If a man sleeps with a woman who is a slave girl promised to another man but who
has not been ransomed or given her freedom, there must be due punishment. Yet they are
not to be put to death, because she had not been freed. 21 The man, however, must bring
a ram to the entrance to the Tent of Meeting for a guilt offering to the LORD. 22 With
the ram of the guilt offering the priest is to make atonement for him before the LORD for
the sin he has committed, and his sin will be forgiven. 
 23 " 'When you enter the land and plant any kind of fruit tree, regard its fruit as
forbidden. [b] For three years you are to consider it forbidden [c] ; it must not be eaten. 24
In the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering of praise to the LORD. 25 But in
the fifth year you may eat its fruit. In this way your harvest will be increased. I am the
LORD your God. 
 26 " 'Do not eat any meat with the blood still in it. 
      " 'Do not practice divination or sorcery. 
 27 " 'Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges of your beard. 
 28 " 'Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tattoo marks on yourselves. I am the
LORD. 
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 29 " 'Do not degrade your daughter by making her a prostitute, or the land will turn to
prostitution and be filled with wickedness. 
 30 " 'Observe my Sabbaths and have reverence for my sanctuary. I am the LORD. 
 31 " 'Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. I am
the LORD your God. 
 32 " 'Rise in the presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and revere your God.
I am the LORD. 
 33 " 'When an alien lives with you in your land, do not mistreat him. 34 The alien living
with you must be treated as one of your native-born. Love him as yourself, for you were
aliens in Egypt. I am the LORD your God. 
 35 " 'Do not use dishonest standards when measuring length, weight or quantity. 36 Use
honest scales and honest weights, an honest ephah [d] and an honest hin. [e] I am the
LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt. 
 37 " 'Keep all my decrees and all my laws and follow them. I am the LORD.' "

Here in the Book of Deuteronomy, we find the D redaction to E.

Deuteronomy 5
 1 Moses summoned all Israel and said: 
      Hear, O Israel, the decrees and laws I declare in your hearing today. Learn them and
be sure to follow them. 2 The LORD our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. 3 It was
not with our fathers that the LORD made this covenant, but with us, with all of us who
are alive here today. 4 The LORD spoke to you face to face out of the fire on the
mountain. 5 (At that time I stood between the LORD and you to declare to you the word
of the LORD, because you were afraid of the fire and did not go up the mountain.) And
he said: 
 6 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
 7 "You shall have no other gods before [a] me. 
 8 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on
the earth beneath or in the waters below. 9 You shall not bow down to them or worship
them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of
the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 10 but showing love
to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 11 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold
anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 
 12 "Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the LORD your God has commanded
you. 13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 14 but the seventh day is a
Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your
son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your ox, your donkey or any of
your animals, nor the alien within your gates, so that your manservant and maidservant
may rest, as you do. 15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the LORD your
God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the
LORD your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day. 
 16 "Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, so
that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the LORD your God
is giving you. 
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 17 "You shall not murder. 
 18 "You shall not commit adultery. 
 19 "You shall not steal. 
 20 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 21 "You shall not covet your neighbor's wife. You shall not set your desire on your
neighbor's house or land, his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything
that belongs to your neighbor." 
 22 These are the commandments the LORD proclaimed in a loud voice to your whole
assembly there on the mountain from out of the fire, the cloud and the deep darkness; and
he added nothing more. Then he wrote them on two stone tablets and gave them to me. 
 23 When you heard the voice out of the darkness, while the mountain was ablaze with
fire, all the leading men of your tribes and your elders came to me. 24 And you said,
"The LORD our God has shown us his glory and his majesty, and we have heard his
voice from the fire. Today we have seen that a man can live even if God speaks with him.
25 But now, why should we die? This great fire will consume us, and we will die if we
hear the voice of the LORD our God any longer. 26 For what mortal man has ever heard
the voice of the living God speaking out of fire, as we have, and survived? 27 Go near
and listen to all that the LORD our God says. Then tell us whatever the LORD our God
tells you. We will listen and obey." 
 28 The LORD heard you when you spoke to me and the LORD said to me, "I have heard
what this people said to you. Everything they said was good. 29 Oh, that their hearts
would be inclined to fear me and keep all my commands always, so that it might go well
with them and their children forever! 
 30 "Go, tell them to return to their tents. 31 But you stay here with me so that I may give
you all the commands, decrees and laws you are to teach them to follow in the land I am
giving them to possess." 
 32 So be careful to do what the LORD your God has commanded you; do not turn aside
to the right or to the left. 33 Walk in all the way that the LORD your God has
commanded you, so that you may live and prosper and prolong your days in the land that
you will possess.

Now that you have these four accounts before you, and noticing the differences in them,
what we would find in the Talmud or in the Mishnah is a Rabbinical discussion about
how all of these might fit together.
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